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Refresh:
2015
Spring
Luncheon

Comfort
for
caregivers

Ronnell Montgomery
Carter G. Woodson Museum honored nine first ladies of history Sun., March 29
at the Museum of Fine Arts in downtown St. Pete.

BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
For the ninth consecutive
year, caregivers all around
Pinellas County were invited to take part in a conference geared toward
revitalizing their minds,
bodies and souls. The
Enoch Davis Center, located at 1111 18th Ave. S.,
played host to more than
160 dedicated family members who’ve made the commitment to care for their
loved ones in their later
years.
“In doing this, there’s a
drainage that goes with
that,” said Reverend Dr.
Ellis Hodge of Word of Life
Fellowship. Caring day in
and day out for a loved one
that could be physically or
mentally impaired, takes its
toll and caregivers tend to
find themselves neglecting
their own wellbeing, leaving themselves mentally,
physically and spiritually
depleted. “It’s a thankless
thing that you go through.”
With our fast moving
society, tolerance of the eldSee CAREGIVER, page 11



BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The Dr. Carter G. Woodson African American Museum is known for its
depiction of black life and
its efforts to preserve the
rich history of the area,

and for the last two years it
has been known for honoring innovative AfricanAmerican women in the
Tampa Bay area.
For Women’s History
Month, the Woodson Museum
honored
nine
women who were the first
in their fields of endeavor.

Hundreds
of
people
headed down to the Museum of Fine Arts, 255
Beach Drive, St. Petersburg, in an effort to recognize these women.
Angela Rouson, president of the National Council of Negro Women
(NCNW) and Museum of

Fine Arts board member
for the last 10 years, was
the Mistress of Ceremonies for the event.
Rouson spoke on the
remarkable
individual
achievement of black
women not only presently,
See LADIES, pages 12-13

Mayor Kriseman and Chief Holloway
unveil new diversion program
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
With the launch of a new
city diversion program,
kids in St. Pete will be getting a second chance.
A collaborative effort
among the city, the police
department, the Parks
and Recreation department and the juvenile justice system, the Second
Chance program aims to
allow youngsters who
have committed offenses

to keep their records
clean.
“Our work at city hall
is really very simple: we
have been entrusted to
help shape the future of
this wonderful city, to
build a city of opportunity,” Kriseman stated at
a press conference on
March 30. “And never is
the work of building that
city more important than
when it comes to our
youngest citizens, the
See PROGRAM, page 10

The new Second Chance program was
announced Mon., March 30.

LaDonna Butler
BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The St. Petersburg Country Club, located at 2000
Country Club Way S., St
Petersburg, offered their
hospitality to True Light
Missionary Baptist Church
as their Women’s Ministry
presented: Refreshed: 2015
Spring Luncheon.
Women from churches
all over Pinellas caught the
Holy Spirit as they took a
walk through Psalm 23,
perhaps better known to
some as the Psalm of
David.
LaDonna Butler of True
Light Missionary Baptist
Church wanted to clean out
some of her spiritual junk
and to feel personally refreshed. So when she and
fellow sister Coretha Davis
got to talking, the wheels
quickly starting moving
and in no time the Refreshed Spring Luncheon
was born.
“We didn’t want it to be
the same old stuff,” said
Butler who is known in her
circle as the Energizer
Bunny for taking an idea
and running with it.
“Ladies we are somebody,” she said dictating
that women set the tone for
their homes and are in
See LUNCHEON, page 7
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God is love

REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.
Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

Praise the Lord Saints.
This week I want you to
understand this basic fact,
God Loves every living
creature for He Himself is
Love and created us to
Love Him as well as our
neighbors.
There are spirits and
acts that we do that He has
issue with and thus, has
set into motion His judgment.
As usual, I will post the
scriptures and you decide
for yourself. One method
I discovered works best
when dealing with spiritual
matters and the things of
God is to speak where the
Bible speaks, be silent
where the Bible is silent.
This way your opinions,
feelings or emotions don’t
get wrap up into the true
spiritual essence of what
God truly means in His
Word.
Genesis
1:27-28
(KJV)
27 So God created man
in his own image, in the
image of God created he
him; male and female
created he them. 28 And
God blessed them, and

God said unto them, Be
fruitful, and multiply.
Genesis 2
18 And the Lord God
said, It is not good that the
man should be alone; I will
make him an help meet for
him. 24 Therefore shall a
man leave his father and
his mother, and shall
cleave unto his wife: and
they shall be one flesh. 25
And they were both naked,
the man and his wife,
and were not ashamed.
Genesis 13 (ESV)
13 Now the men of
Sodom were wicked, great
sinners against the Lord.
Genesis 19 (ESV)
4 But before they lay
down, the men of the city,
the men of Sodom, both
young and old, all the people to the last man, surrounded the house. 5 And
they called to Lot, “Where
are the men who came to
you tonight? Bring them
out to us, that we may
know them.” 6 Lot went
out to the men at the entrance, shut the door after
him, 7 and said, “I beg you,
my brothers, do not act so
wickedly. 8 Behold, I have

two daughters who have
not known any man. Let
me bring them out to you,
and do to them as you
please. Only do nothing to
these men, for they have
come under the shelter of
my roof.” 9 But they said,
“Stand back!” And they
said, “This fellow came to
sojourn, and he has become the judge! Now we
will deal worse with you
than with them.” Then
they pressed hard against
the man Lot, and drew
near to break the door
down. 10 But the men
reached out their hands
and brought Lot into the
house with them and shut
the door. 11 And they
struck with blindness the
men who were at the entrance of the house, both
small and great, so that
they wore themselves out
groping for the door.
Judges 19:22-25
22 As they were making their hearts merry, behold, the men of the city,
worthless fellows, surrounded the house, beating on the door. And they
said to the old man, the

master of the house,
“Bring out the man who
came into your house, that
we may know him.” 23
And the man, the master of
the house, went out to
them and said to them,
“No, my brothers, do not
act so wickedly; since this
man has come into my
house, do not do this vile
thing. 24 Behold, here are
my virgin daughter and his
concubine. Let me bring
them out now. Violate
them and do with them
what seems good to you,
but against this man do not
do this outrageous thing.”
25 But the men would not
listen to him.
Leviticus 18
1 And the Lord spoke
to Moses, saying, 2 “Speak
to the people of Israel and
say to them, I am the Lord
your God. 22 You shall not
lie with a male as with a
woman; it is an abomination.
Leviticus 20
13 If a man lies with a
male as with a woman,
both of them have committed an abomination; they
shall surely be put to

death; their blood is upon
them.
Romans 1(ESV)
24 Therefore God gave
them up in the lusts of
their hearts to impurity, to
the dishonoring of their
bodies among themselves,
25 because they exchanged the truth about
God for a lie and worshiped and served the
creature rather than the
Creator, who is blessed
forever! Amen. 26 For this
reason God gave them up
to dishonorable passions.
For their women exchanged natural relations
for those that are contrary
to nature; 27 and the men
likewise gave up natural
relations with women and
were consumed with passion for one another, men
committing
shameless
acts with men and receiving in themselves the due
penalty for their error.
1 Corinthians 6
(ESV)
9 Or do you not know
that the unrighteous will
not inherit the kingdom of
God? Do not be deceived:
neither the sexually im-

moral, nor idolaters, nor
adulterers, nor men who
practice homosexuality, 10
nor thieves, nor the
greedy, nor drunkards,
nor revilers, nor swindlers
will inherit the kingdom of
God.
1 Timothy 1 (ESV)
9 understanding this,
that the law is not laid
down for the just but for
the lawless and disobedient, for the ungodly and
sinners, for the unholy and
profane, for those who
strike their fathers and
mothers, for murderers,
10 the sexually immoral,
men who practice homosexuality, enslavers, liars,
perjurers, and whatever
else is contrary to sound
doctrine
Till next week,
God Bless.
Rev. Dr. Rob Harrison,
PhD – pastorrobharrison@gmail.com, @drrobharrison
Chaplain - Southern
Christian Leadership Conference of Pinellas
Open Door Church of
God & True Holiness 2800 41st Ave. N, St. Pete

Happy Resurrection Sunday, aka Easter
Dear Editor,
This Sun., April 5, congregations in St. Petersburg will be packed with
Christians adorning their
finest threads, children
romping in yards Easter
egg hunting, grandma’s,
mama’s and aunties will be
preparing feasts fit for
Kings, and most importantly pastors will be
preaching the universal
message of the Resurrection, all in reverence of our
savior’s resurrection!
In a 2009 Cultural Resource article, two masters
of divinity students, Juan
Floyd-Thomas and Rodney Alphonso Thomas Jr.,
described
Resurrection
Sunday as “the holiest day
of the year for Christians.”
The reason Christians
hold Resurrection Sunday
in such high esteem, according to Thomas and
Thomas is due to the symbolism of the Resurrection
being evidence of the love
Jesus Christ displayed for
mankind by paying the ulti-

mate sacrifice, death. Further the symbolism that
death doesn’t’ have the final
say so over Jesus’ influence
over us as Christians, and
that in fact, it is our focus
on the resurrection that
will get us through some of
the toughest times often referred to as Resurrection
moments, by many Christians.
What was equally as
noteworthy about their article was these two contemporary
theologians
connection of Resurrection
Sunday into their discussion surrounding the Sabbath.
Their
specific
reference to the Sabbath
was not only as a day of
rest, but a day of spiritual
work, which encompasses
the political and social issues of the local community.
Having been raised
under the tutelage of the
late Reverend Enoch Davis,
this
holistic
ideology
served as my indoctrination into the church as a
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child and the very clear understanding that the black
church served as the cornerstone of the black experience.
For instance, Bethel
Community
Church
started the first credit
union in the black community as an economic development solution to address
the issue of members of the
African-American community’s inability to access
loans from traditional
banks. Also Bethel Community’s
building
of
Bethel Heights, a low income housing project
within the African-American community as a strategy to address the
shortage of affordable
housing within.
Moreover, the prominence and recognition that
the black church throughout this country played in
the Civil Rights Movement
if the movement was to
gain any traction as played
out in the movie “Selma.”
However, of late, like





Christians throughout this
country, I often find myself
trying to locate the black
church in the midst of the
social, emotional and economic issues that are plaguing the black community.
The hunt for the almost 150
churches in south St. Petersburg is particularly
troublesome at a time when
the local branch of the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored
People (NAACP) has been
suspended
indefinitely
without a word regarding
its future. While the hunt is
alive and well in St. Petersburg, what is more troublesome is the fact that this
city is not alone in its hunt
for the black church, particularly at a time when
black boys and black men
are being disproportionately murdered by those
that look like them and law
enforcement.
Particularly at a time
when black boys and men
are disproportionately represented within the crimi-
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nal justice system, and
when African Americans
are
disproportionately
under employed and unemployed.
Particularly at time
when African Americans
are disproportionately terminated from their places
of employment, and when
African-American children
are
disproportionately
dropping out of school.
Particularly at a time
when there are millions of
public funds slated for the
African-American community, yet as opposed to the
collective church being
conveners that bring the
community together to develop strategies that will
serve the greater community. The church often finds
itself scraping for the
crumbs alongside others
with the very narrow focus
of “self.
Because the Resurrection serves as a constant reminder that death has no
power over the love of
Jesus Christ it is my hope

Irene Johnson-Pridgen
advertising@theweeklychallenger.com
Lorrie Bellinger
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that congregations in south
St. Petersburg, more specifically congregations that
serve African Americans,
will use this Resurrection
Sunday as an opportunity
to renew its commitment to
not only addressing the
many social and political issues that impact our community, but emerge itself
into working collaboratively with others to find
sustainable solutions regardless of the financial
gain to individual congregations!
Maria
L.
Scruggs
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Easter egg hunt for Jordan Park kids
ST. PETERSBURG –
Leon Thomas III, the new
owner of Creal Funeral
Home, has a passion for helping economically disadvantaged youth. He is making a
conscious effort to partner
with various organizations on
the south side of St. Petersburg in order to thank
African-American families for
60 years of loyal support to
Creal Funeral Home.
This Sat., April 4, Thomas
is inviting Jordan Park’s
young residents to take part
in the fun Spring Scavenger
Egg Hunt, sponsored by
Creal. Additional community
partners are Pastor Fred
Hinton and the Keep It Real
children’s mentoring program, Jordan Park, The Next
Stepp Pregnancy Center and
Urban Exposure, Inc.
Pastor Hinton will lead the
children in a self-exploration
exercise to help them improve self-esteem, build
confidence and respect them-

selves and others. He will
kick off with a brief synopsis
of the mentoring program.
Please meet him in the main
office (in Jordan Park) at 10
a.m. sharp. The entire program will last only 20 minutes, and then it’s time to go
hunt for decorated eggs,
candy, play games and color.
All children who are currently residents in Jordan
Park are invited with their
parents to attend the scavenger egg hunt. There will
be contest and prizes and it’s
all free! Bring the children
out to hear about the Keep
It Real mentoring program.
For more information
please call Tanashia Whiting
of Jordan Park at (727) 3229327. See you there on Saturday. Baskets and bags to
collect the eggs, candy and
other goodies in will be provided. We just need for you
and your children to show
up at 10 a.m. and have a
good time.

Mock Jurors
$ $ Earn $12
Per Hour $ $

Founder Robert Lee Creal, Sr.

Spend 6-10 hrs
on a given wkday night,
wkday or wkend
serving as a juror in a
mock trial to evaluate
settlement of an actual
court case. If you have a
valid FL DL or State I.D.,
a U.S. Citizen, and
eligible to vote,
enroll with us on:
SIGNUPDIRECT.COM
(please fill out on line
form completely
for consideration)
or only if you do not have
access to a computer
Call: 1-800-544-5798.
(On-line sign up preferred).

*****Mock Trials will be
held in Tampa.
President/CEO Leon M. Thomas III, new owner

Blast from
the past:
Bernita Burney

DELIVER THE

Tampa Bay
Times
Home Delivery
Independent Distributor
Opportunities
$500 Signing Incentive!
$800-$1700/month
paid weekly
Opportunities throughout
Pinellas County
Early morning hours
Must be at least 18
Valid Florida driver’s license
Reliable vehicle and
car insurance
Information Sessions held
Saturday at 9:00 am
at the following locations:
• Tampa Bay Times Plant
1301 34 St N, St Petersburg
• Largo Delivery Center
13155 Starkey Rd, Largo
• Palm Harbor Delivery Center
32180 US Hwy 19 N,
Palm Harbor
To apply, please visit:
tampabay.com/distributor
or call 844-662-1635











In last’s week Blast from the past, we
featured an old picture of Bernita Burney,
née Clemons, on page nine. She recognized herself and called in to give us an
update on her life since that picture was
taken.
The photo was Burney’s 1976 Dixie
Hollins graduation picture. She is the
mother of Taucha Nelson McDonald and
Albert Nelson, Jr., and is the stepmother
of Gina Burney.
This wife and grandmother of six is
currently attending Pinellas Technical
College to be a medical administrative
specialist. She worked as a pharmacy
technician for more than 24 years when
the company pulled up stakes and moved
up north. This prompted her to go back to
school because you’re never too old to
learn.
She’s currently working part time as
the church secretary for Southside Tabernacle Baptist Church.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
Housing Choice Voucher (HCV) Wait List Opening



 
 
 
  

  

 
 







                    

The St. Petersburg Housing Authority will accept applications for the HCV
Program ONLINE ONLY from 8:00 a.m. on Tuesday, April 28, 2015 until
12:00 a.m. (midnight) on Wednesday, April 29, 2015. Applications must be
submitted online at www.waitlistcheck.com/FL2738 only during this time
period.
Applications will NOT be available at SPHA’s offices. Telephone, fax,
and email requests will not be accepted. Applicants may use any computer,
tablet, or smart-phone with internet access to apply, including free computers
at public libraries.
Applicants who need a Reasonable Accommodation can mail a written request to SPHA at 2001 Gandy Blvd. N., St. Petersburg, FL 33702. Requests
must be received by April 17. The request must explain why they are unable
to use the online application process. Completed applications must be mailed
back to SPHA, postmarked on or before April 29 in order to be accepted.
The ranking method of the list will be based on Preferences and the date
and time the applications are received.
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2015 AKAdemy college tour preps for road trip
BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The AKA AKAdemy and
Pathfinders Program continued a 20 year tradition of
prepping high school age
youth for their annual college
tour. Last Sat., March 28, 53
high schoolers met at
Sylvia’s Soul Food Restaurant for a day of information
and camaraderie.
Parents and college tour
participants filled the upstairs
ballroom area of the revitalized Manhattan Casino for
breakfast and an orientation
on the three-day tour to four
Florida College and University campuses that started
Monday.
The ninth through 11th
graders toured the University of North Florida and Edward Waters College on
Monday, Florida A & M University and the Florida State
Legislature in Tallahassee on
Tuesday. On the last leg of
the college tour, they visited
Florida State University on
Wednesday.
“This is our program
where we provide youth activities for students in grades
six through 12,” said Program Director for the
AKAdemy, Manita Moutrie.
The tour of the Florida

State Capital and the Legislature were compliments of
State Representative Darryl
Rouson.
According to Moultrie,
the AKAdemy College Tour
provides multiple benefits to
the future prospective college students.
“Many of the students
who visit the campuses get
excited about college life, get
to talk to students who are on
campus, learn experiences
from others and get motivated to do better and get
their grades in order to actually attend college,” said
Moutrie.
Putting a face on the reality of going to college is definitely a powerful motivator.
“A lot of kids want to do
better, but they don’t know
how to,” said Spencer
Colquitt, Pathfinder leaders.
Colquitt said it is important to get kids to realize that
they have many career path
choices.
“We help them be the
best possible person they can
be through academics,
through leadership and
learning how to interact with
other people…and learning
that there are other paths.
Not everyone needs to dunk
a basketball, not everyone’s
going to be a rap star…have
a different path.”

In addition to realizing career paths, the young men
and women were counseled
on appropriate dress and language to use while on tour.
They were told that they
would be representing the
City of St. Pete, their community, their schools and their
parents.
The AKA AKAdemy is
structured to focus on the developmental needs of adolescent teen girls (Exquisite
Gems) and boys (Pathfinders) beginning in sixth grade
and following them through
high school graduation.
Mentors work with them
promoting high academic
achievement and healthy
lifestyles that will bring economic security to their future
families. Hundreds of students are served each year
with funding made possible
by the Juvenile Welfare
Board of Pinellas County.
Chaperones for the tour
this year included Evyan
Gordon, Denise Smith, Dr.
Marilyn Fudge for the Exquisite Gems and Spencer
Colquitt and Ivan Tucker for
the Pathfinders. Youth this
year was Aaliyah A.
Buchanan, a Gibbs High
School honor student.
To reach Allen Buchanan,
email abuchanan@theweeklychallenger.com
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Duke Energy & PCUL offer sessions for prime lineworker jobs
BY STEVE TRAIMAN
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG —
In their newest joint endeavor, Duke Energy and
the Pinellas County Urban
League (PCUL) are presenting information sessions for key Electrical
Lineworker job opportunities.
The first two of four
hour-long sessions drew
about 50 very enthusiastic
attendees, according to
Marshae Scott, Career Coordinator at the PCUL Career Connection Center.
They were held March 25
and 27 at PCUL headquarters, 333 31 St. N., St. Petersburg.
A third session there is
6:30 p.m. this Thursday,
April 2. Last session is 6:30
p.m. Tues., April 7, at the
North Greenwood Recreation Center, 900 N. Martin
Luther King Ave., Clearwater.
Commenting on this
new
initiative,
Dave
Maxon, Duke Senior Vice
President of Florida Delivery Operations, told The
Weekly Challenger: “It is
important to Duke Energy
that our workforce reflects
the communities we serve.
We constantly strive to infuse our company with a
steady stream of qualified
lineworkers.”
Adds
Watson
L.
Haynes, PCUL President &
CEO, who welcomed attendees to both sessions: “It is
a significant event in the
community when Duke Energy opens its doors and

then aggressively goes
after the African-American
population to become employees of the company.”
Duke reached out to
the PCUL and said that
they wanted to do more in
the community. Haynes
feels that’s the sign of a
good company, and that
these jobs can help to facilitate the creation of more
people in the middle class
while providing for longterm employment.
After attending one of
the information sessions,
you may be invited to a
one-day boot camp with
Duke Energy to discuss
safety, view job demonstrations and obtain tips on
preparing for the interview
and Construction and
Skilled
Trades
Test
(CAST). Boot camp attendees will receive a certificate and Duke Energy will
be posting positions in the
Pinellas County area.
April Harley, Duke Supplier Diversity Specialist,
noted: “I got into this program as our point person
because of my role last
year as chair of our employee resource group Adfor
African
vocates
American, or A3
The information sessions are a brief overview
of the company, the position, the qualifications, preemployment requirements
and Q&A. Attendees will
complete a very short
questionnaire to be considered for an invitation to the
one-day boot camp to be
held on a Saturday later in
April.

Basic qualifications include a high school
diploma or GED, valid driver’s license, willingness to
work at heights up to 30
feet, with experience working with one’s hands and a
variety of tools very helpful. Of course, being able
to work in a “safety first”
environment at all times is
critical, remarked Harley.
Harley feels that the required Construction and
Skilled
Trades
Test
(CAST) is for many the
most difficult aspect to
overcome. The test assesses reading comprehension, mechanical concepts,
mathematical usage and
graphic arithmetic.
Resources and recommendations for test preparations are provided at the
information sessions. Once
the CAST test is passed, it
is good forever and is accepted by most utility companies.
Starting pay is approximately $17-18 per hour for
entry-level, which is about
$720 for a 40-hour week or
about $37,500 annually.
Seasoned lineworkers are
in demand and can make
significant income with
overtime and progression.
“It can be a very rewarding, lifelong career,”
finished Harley.
Space is limited so
please sign up to attend an
information session today
to get a chance to register
for the boot camp!
Contact Marshae Scott at
(727) 327-2081 x112 or
mscott@pcul.org.

Duke Energy’s
April Harley

Duke Energy’s April Harley and Senior Lineman David
Griffin at PCUL/Duke Lineworker Information Session.
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Constance Clendening goes home
Constance M. Costley
Clendening passed away
March 18 at Kindred Hospital in St. Petersburg, she
was 72.
Raised in the Bronx,
N.Y., Constance came to
St. Petersburg in 1973.
She retired from the Social Security Administration after more than 40
years of service. She was
an officer and member of
Victory Christian Church
and The Alumni Singers.
Constance was preceded in death by her
son, Roger K. Clendening II. Survivors include
her daughter, Rashida

M. Clendening, California;
her mother, Eleanora
Jones, brother Herbert A.
Jones, New York City; her
sister, Tamala Byrd and
nephew, Kai Mosby,
Maryland; her sister-inlaw, Leah Clendening and
nephew, Djari Clendening,
St. Petersburg; her sisterin-law, LaVerne Spencer
and
nephew,
Craig
Spencer, New York City;
former husband, Roger K.
Clendening,
Colorado;
and a host of loving and
supportive family, friends
and community members.
A memorial service
will be held June 6 at 11

BY EMMA C. CAVIN

a.m. at Old Landmark
Cathedral Church, 4201
6th St. S., St. Petersburg.

Ellinois Stokes: Faithful servant
of Jehovah dies
Ellinois “Ella Mae” Stokes passed
away Fri., Feb. 27 at Reston Hospital in
Reston, Va.
Born October 22, 1928, in
Millen, Ga., to the late Bessie
Moore, she was employed
as a housekeeper and
later became a Certified
Nursing Assistant. Ellinois was a very talented
seamstress
who taught sewing to
the Laurel Park Community.
She
was also
known to many in the
community as the
“mom” who drove the
kids from the Laurel Park
Community to school daily.
Ellinois was a former member
of New Hope Missionary Baptist Church,
and later became a Jehovah’s Witness.

Zetas plan Diamond Anniversary Gala

She is preceded in death by her husband, Charlie Stokes and brother, Arthur
Lee Robinson.
Those left to cherish her precious memories: Sons: Gerald
(Genie Boy) Pitts, Reginald
(Shenita) Smith, and Jeffrey Thomas; daughter:
Arlear Kirkland; grandchildren:
Devon,
Tiffany, Asha, Reginald Jr., and Saphire
and
Goddaughter,
Deborah Williams.
Ellinois’ funeral
was held at the Edward
McRae
Memorial
Chapel, 1940 Dr. Martin
L. King, Jr. St. S., St. Petersburg, on March 21, and repast
at the Frank H. Pierce Recreation
Center. Reverend Michael Hawkins gave
her eulogy.

Raffling off $200 gift card & other gifts cards
FREE Ham & Turkey giveaways
Every guest you bring increases your chance to win
Come as you are—all are welcomed
Beaming Hope Church
2997 Tyrone Blvd.
10 a.m. Sunday, April 5
Beaminghope.org • (727) 521-7305
Outreach every other Saturday with FREE haircuts, food, and giveaways
Every Friday night is Youth Night from 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Free food and fun activities

ST. PETERSBURG — The
St. Petersburg Chapter of the
Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc. will
celebrate 60 years of service to
our communities at the Diamond Anniversary Gala
planned for April 11.
This event will commemorate the chapter’s activities beginning in April of 1955 when
eight young women, who
joined the organization while
they were in college, decided
to form a chapter in St. Pete
when they realized that the
nearest graduate chapter was
in Tampa.
For a number of years they
traveled to Tampa and participated in their community activities, social events and special
projects. They made a promise to serve their communities
by finding ways to help more
people live better lives; promote scholarship by helping to
educate the children and by
being role models for others.
The newest college graduate at that time, Margaret
Smith Redvict, asked the members of the Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, which included
Attorney Fred G. Minnis, to
help with the administrative
and legal requirements of
chartering a new chapter. She,
meanwhile, began to search
the city for other members of
the organization who wished to
have a chapter of their own.
Within a short time, a group of
eight women completed the
charter requirements and
began serving their own communities in Pinellas County.
Although much time is
spent tutoring and reading to
children, Zetas conduct activities for people of all ages. In

L-R, Eloise Thompson, Lisa Wilson,
Tikela Edwards, and Kareesa Keys
partnership with the March of
Dimes, funds are raised to support research to end birth defects and prematurity. Further
health programs include the
Stork’s Nest education project
that teaches new mothers and
their families how to prepare
for the birth and care of a new
infant. They have also partnered with the American Lung
Association and the schools to
make sure that children with
breathing problems understand how to use their medications.
Teens enjoy cultural and
educational activities, workshops to improve needed skills
and fun-filled ventures with
their peers, all under the direction and supervision of exceptional role models. Planned
activities for seniors are determined by the needs of the individuals involved. Along with
the Adult auxiliary, Zeta Amicae, visits are made to nursing
homes or homes of shut-ins,
the Ronald McDonald House
or other facilities if it is determined that the chapter’s services are wanted and needed.
Service to mankind is seen as
a very special commitment.
In addition to Margaret
Smith Redvict, the chapter’s
first president, other members
were Affie Benton Teal, Elsie
Armwood McLaurin, Rosa L.

Sheppard, Inez Hayward,
Emma McLin Peaten, Katherine Dorsey Valentine and
Mary Jones Turner.
Turner is still an active
member and participates in all
chapter functions within the
community. She will be honored by her sorority sisters
April 11, as she celebrates 60
years as a member of this
chapter, and 62 years as a
member of the organization.
Also to be honored are those
who have been sorority members for 50 years or more.
Scheduled for 6 p.m. Sat.,
April 11, the event is expected
to be an affair to remember. A
splendid banquet with music
and a variety of entertainment
has been planned. Local television newsman Rod Carter will
be the Master of Ceremonies.
Following the dinner and
program, which is held at The
Manhattan Casino, 642 22nd
St. S., St. Petersburg, the carpet
will be rolled up for dancing.
Tickets are available in advance by calling your favorite
member of the Zeta Gamma
Zeta chapter of Zeta Phi Beta
Sorority or by purchasing online at eventbrite.com. Type
St.PeteZetasDiamondAnniversaryGala in the search box.
For questions or additional information, please call (727)
867-7857.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
A spring luncheon to remember
From LUNCHEON, page 1

need of feeling refreshed
so that their families can
feel that way too. “God
made us special.”
One after another
women took to the microphone extolling the word of
God. Desiree Sherman is a
praise and worship leader
at Holy Christian Church.
“Anybody thirsty for
something new,” she asked
listing the virtues and trials
of David according to the
Bible. She preached of
David’s transparency when
it came to his faults and
urged others to follow in
his footsteps in their own
personal lives.
“You gotta recognize
where you are,” said Sherman. “You have to be in
touch with your reality.”
Bethel
Community
Church’s Samantha Wilson
touched on the central message of the Psalm, the Lord
is my Sheppard.
“God can be trusted,”
she said. “There is not one
situation that you can’t handle with God.”
Jalessa Holt of Truth,
Faith, and Deliverance
Church knows this all too
well. She urges others to
find refuge in the word of
God and emphasizes there
is a security in knowing
that you are being looked
after.
“We have things that
get us all frustrated,” said
Holt who knows what it’s
like to feel beaten down at
the end of the day. “The
kids acting up, husband
getting on your nerves,
coworkers,” she said, “but
we have to remember that
we have nothing to worry
about.”
Bridget Watts with
Gateway
Community
Church wants women to
get fit for Christ so that
they are ready to answer
the call when the time
comes.
“I don’t want to be
someone that says, ‘I can’t
do it because my knees
hurt, my back hurts, I’m
out of breath,’” said Watts
who preached that being
cognizant of what goes into
your body is a way of honoring the Lord as life is a
gift and bad eating habits
can destroy that gift before

our task here on Earth is
complete. “I want to make
sure that I have it in me to
do what God has it in me to
do.”
The spirit of refreshing
one’s soul continued with
Cynthia Chance of WINGS
Fellowship Church. She
livened up the luncheon
with talk of equality stating
that it doesn’t matter the
color of your skin or your
nationality, that a shadow is
a shadow, which makes us
all the same. She touched
on the need to shed our
lives of past anxieties and
look toward the future.
“There may be things in
our life that cause us to
regress and not progress,”
Chance said. But, “if we are
honest there may be some
dead stuff in our life that we
need to bury.”
Chance took on Psalm
23:4: “Even though I walk
through the valley of the
shadow of death, I will fear
no evil, for you are with me.”
The verse, as she interprets it ensures that our address is not on a dead end
street, but in fact just a
small stop in our journey
through life. As she spoke,
the women in attendance
heard her words of inspiration and realized although
the ground may be rough
at times, the valleys narrow, there will also be times
when the ground is smooth
or they are standing on a
mountaintop.
“Sometimes we lose
hope and think we’re going
to be in the valley forever.
Don’t worry, God is leading
you out,” said Chance.
Rhonda Jackson of
True Light Missionary
Baptist Church shed light
on women and their nature
of trying to do it all.
“We came here today
because we were too tired
to continue to do it on our
own,” she said. Women and
mothers, she argued, do
things before anyone else.
Women get up before anyone else to prepare for the
day and to help others.
“It’s no wonder we’re
here right now saying, ‘God
refresh me,’” said Jackson
who feels women are trying to do a job that only
God can do himself. She

wants us to get to a place in
our lives where we can just
sit down.
“We have to get out of
our mindset,” she continued stating that women find
it hard to not be doing
something. “We have to
change the way we think.”
The 2015 Spring Luncheon was a hit amongst the
gatherers with Karen
Davis-Pritchett of Faith
Church closing out the
mini sermons. Butler
thanked everyone for hearing the call, especially the
presenters for their time.
Gifts were handed out and
Butler overwhelmed with
the spirit of God, vowed
that next year’s get together will be even more
spectacular.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
New season for the Lake Maggiore Gators
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The
Lake
Maggiore
Gators are back and excited to kick off the new
youth football season.
The organization completed its inaugural year in
2014 and President Anthony Hart believes it is
coming back better and
stronger this year. With
new board members in
place and new coaches
coming aboard, the organization would like to attract
a greater number of youngsters to its football teams
and cheerleading squads,
he said.
As part of Mid-Florida
Youth Football Conference,
the Gators face competition
from all over the Bay area.
The age groups include
Flag (4-6 year olds), Mitey
Mites (7 and 8 year olds),
Pee Wee (9 and 10 year
olds), Junior (11 and 12
year olds) and Seniors (13
and 14 year olds).
Hart pointed out that
teens who turned 15 on or
after January 1 can participate in the Seniors group,
provided they are not 10th
graders. Anywhere from 30
to 45 slots are available for
each group, and there is no
weight limitation.

Hart admitted that
the new organization faced
its share of “trials and tribulations” in its first year from
seeking sponsorships and
support to simply trying to
secure a place to play. As a
youth, Hart played football
himself and felt that his
coaches were always there
for him so he is determined to continue to provide positive adult role
models for impressionable
kids.
“If I can show them that
I get up and go to work
every day and make a successful
living,”
he
said, “then, hey, so can you!
School is important. You’ve
got to have your grades.”
A strong advocate of
education, Hart sees to
it that the organization has
trained tutors available to
the children.
“We have several teachers in our program,” he affirmed, adding that the
tutoring services are held
Mondays in the conference
room of his office at 833
22nd St. S., Ste. A.
With
conditioning
camps slated to begin
on April 11 and the first day
of official practice on July 6,
the season will kick off in
August. Though Hart
has been talking to the City
of St. Pete concerning

CONNECT WITH US!

a possible new locale for
the Gators to play their
home games, it appears
they will likely use the
Gibbs High School football
field again for games and
the adjacent baseball field
for practices, Hart said.
Gate admission is free
for children three years old
and under, $4 for 4 to 15
year olds and $5 for those
16 and over.
Hart would like to encourage fellow local youth
organization presidents to
work together in providing
the
best
possible
sports league for the kids.
“Everybody
should
know that Lake Maggiore
Gators is an up and coming
organization and we’re
here to help the kids in
Pinellas
County,”
he
said. “The purpose of us
doing what we do is to better these young kids, girls
and boys.”
For information on registering for Lake Maggiore
Gators football or cheerleading, call Anthony Hart
at (941) 536-6770, Jasmine
Stone at (727) 254-2138 or
Rachel Jerger at (727) 3014398.
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
1st Friday ‘Live Jazz’ Concert &
Dance featuring international
trumpeter James Suggs
ST. PETERSBURG —
If you are a regular guest at
the 1st Friday “Live” Jazz
events held at the Manhattan Casino, and you have
not seen trumpeter James
Suggs perform, this week
is the time to check him
out.
Suggs performs with
Nate Najar, Buster Cooper,
John Lamb and numerous
other top jazz musicians at
other venues. After extensive tours from Europe to
Brazil, Suggs will be at the
Manhattan Casino, Fri.,
April 3 performing live.
Trust us, he can be-bop
(modern jazz improvisation) with the best of them.
Though his roots are in
traditional jazz, Suggs is a
versatile freelance trumpet
player. He is, and always
will be, dedicated to the instrument. Originally from
Harrisburg, Pa., he began
playing the trumpet a nine
years of age.
At 15 he started playing
professionally with jazz
groups in the northeast
Ohio area and occupied the
first chair position in the
Canton Youth Symphony.
During high school, he
studied privately with jazz
and classical instructors.
After graduating high
school, Suggs attended
Youngstown State University in Ohio on a scholarship, where he received a
Bachelor’s Degree in
Music. In 2005, he was

hired as the trumpet soloist
in the world famous Glenn
Miller Orchestra under the
direction of Larry O’Brien,
touring throughout the
United States.
Suggs embarked on a
whirlwind experience in
Buenos Aires, Argentina,
starting November of 2005
after being invited by a musician friend. In those eight
years he played professionally, he learned to speak
Spanish proficiently, taught
private lessons to many students and toured all over
the world with Argentine
bands, one being LOS
PERICOS, with whom he
was the only trumpet
player. The band performed for massive audiences in cities such as
Lisbon, London, Milan,
Barcelona, Madrid, Caracas,
San
Francisco,
Chicago and New York to
name a few. He was also
hired to play in two professional musicals in downtown
Buenos
Aires,
“Beauty and the Beast” and
“Young Frankenstein.”
Throughout his career,
James has had the distinct
honor of playing with and
learning from such musical
legends as Kenny Burrell,
Joanne Brakeen, Rufus
Reid, John Fedchock,
Maria Schneider and Sean
Jones.
Admission for the 1st
Friday “Live” Jazz Concert
and Dance is $10 in ad-

vance and $13 at the door.
The Ashwood Jazz Project
Band will take the stage at
from 7-8 p.m. Featured
trumpeter James Suggs
from 8:15-9:30 p.m. and
“Old School Dance” with
the Pryme Tyme DJ will
round the evening out until
midnight.
You may purchase tickets at Sylvia’s Restaurant,
located at 642 22nd St. S.,
St. Petersburg or Annie’s
Beauty Supply, 2104 34th
St. S., St. Petersburg. Call
Henry Ashwood at (727)
417-8335 for more information.
Presenting sponsor is Rebecca Stewart of Re-Max
Metro, and the co-sponsor is
Creal Funeral Home & Cremation.

22 years of spiritual leadership
BY ALLEN A.
BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Members packed Bethel
Community
Baptist
Church to celebrate 22
years of spiritual leadership under the dynamic
Rev. Dr. Manuel Sykes
last Sun., March 29. The
theme for this year’s anniversary was Revive, Rebuild and Reconnect.
Former Bethel Community member Reverend
Rory Nelson visiting from
Dallas, Texas, delivered
the anniversary service
message anchored on Isaiah 43 and Ezekiel 37.
“In 22 years there have
been some rocky terrain
… a lot has happened,”
said Nelson who also
stated that in order for a
major change to happen,
something negative would
have to die. He referred to
ego, guilt trips and fear as
examples of the negative
elements that would have
to die in order for resurrection and rebuilding to
occur.
Nelson used the analogy of a couple that decided to gut major
portions of their house in
order to rebuild to new
specifications. The couple
leveled practically everything except the foundation because it was still
strong and fortified. He
then compared Bethel to
the story of the house by
stating that the trials,
tribulations and successes
of the church under Sykes

has been resurrected like
a new structure on an old,
dependable foundation.
Rev. Sykes continues
to retool the house that
the beloved Rev. Enoch
Davis built for the challenges yet to come. With
Mother Reed at the serv-

ice, who by the way is 99
years old, and several infants in their mother’s
laps, Bethel is looking towards the future while
building on the past.
To reach Allen Buchanan,
email abuchanan@theweeklychallenger.com

THE LIFELINK® FOUNDATION AND THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER
PRESENTS:

THURSDAY, APRIL 30 FROM 11:30 - 1 P.M.
SYLVIA’S QUEEN OF SOUL FOOD RESTAURANT
642 22ND STREET SOUTH, ST. PETERSBURG
Calling all clergy: Ministers,
Pastors, Reverends, Deacons,
Priests and Bishops to this
FREE luncheon to learn more
about the critical need for
African Americans organ donors
Please contact Bishop Michael
Lewis to register for the event at
(813) 770-3779.
GUEST SPEAKER
BRANDI T. AHONSI,
PUBLIC AFFAIRS COORDINATOR
LIFELINK® FOUNDATION, INC.

LifeLink Foundation is a non-profit
community service organization dedicated to the recovery of life-saving
and life-enhancing organs and tissue
for transplantation therapy.

Micah, Heart Recipient
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COMMUNITY NEWS
New Second Chance program unveiled
From PROGRAM page 1

children of our community.
I am pleased to take an important step forward on
that journey today with the
introduction of the Second
Chance Program.”
Unfortunately, the list of
experiences that determine
our children’s futures
sometimes includes the
criminal justice system
and the need for second
chances, the mayor explained, adding that more
than 1,400 juveniles were
arrested for misdemeanors
in St. Pete last year.
“That number is staggering,” he stressed. “It’s a
staggering statistic that illustrates a need for a different approach to juvenile
justice in our city, a different approach to our children who need to be
redirected onto a different
path.”
Police Chief Anthony
Holloway explained that
the program targets children between the ages of 9
and 17 who commit misdemeanors. Under the new
program, young offenders
will no longer be taken to
a juvenile assessment center, but will sign up to work
for Parks and Recreation.
“They’re going to clean
up our parks, they’re going
to clean up the area,” Holloway said. “They’re going
to do that for six hours and
after that we’re going to
give them counseling for

two hours. If the child completes that program, he or
she will not get a record. It
is done with.”
The chief pointed out
that if offenders do not
complete the program or
decide they don’t want to
take that option, they can
be referred to the sheriff’s
office and go through the
sheriff’s diversion program.
“The biggest thing
about this program is it’s
immediate,” Holloway said.
“Usually when the kids get
involved in the court system, it may be a month before they see a judge. You
commit a crime today,
you’re going to get something within the next four
days so we can get you
right back on track.”
Young people who commit felonies and violations
dealing with firearms, domestic violence and those
that require restitution are
not eligible for the program, Holloway explained.
He said at the very outset
of the program when he
met with Pinellas County
Sheriff Bob Gualtieri, the
sheriff expressed that he
wanted to see this program
adopted countywide.
The Pinellas County
Sheriff’s Office has operated a very successful juvenile diversion program for
over 15 years, Gualtieri
said, and thousands of kids

have come through that
program with a very low recidivism rate.
“Diversion works,” he
said. “Kids do make mistakes, they have that bump
in the road and it shouldn’t
be held over their heads for
the rest of their lives to prevent them for going into the
military, getting jobs, getting an education, etc.”
Kriseman
explained
that as he campaigned for
mayor, he was aware that
the city’s numbers around
juvenile arrests were “unacceptably high.” He also
knew that there was a need
to not only change those
numbers but impact the
causes that drive them to
be so high.
“It was important for me
as mayor to forge a juvenile
justice path that focuses on
productivity and progress
as much as it focuses on
punishment,” he affirmed.
One of the first charges
he gave to police Chief Holloway, the mayor said, was
to formalize a plan that
would make the priority of
an alternative to misdemeanor juvenile arrest
records a reality. Early intervention that combines
second chances with structured consequences can
change a child’s future, and
successful redirection of
misdemeanor criminal activity will help create a safer
community and contribute

to a healthier community
and economy, Kriseman
said.
For the program the
mayor enlisted the help of
Mike Jefferis, director of
the city’s Parks and Recreation Department. The program is a realistic approach
that allows for second
chances without compromising the seriousness of illegal activity and the
accountability and consequences that must always
accompany such choices,
he pointed out.
Jefferis explained that
the program was designed
with four key components
in mind: accessibility,
meaningful and impactful
service, interaction with social workers and interaction
with adults who care. For
ease of accessibility, there
are four locations spread
throughout the city that the
participants can be picked

up from and driven to the
work site, Jefferis said. For
impactful service, some of
the jobs lined up for participants include cleaning up
nature preserves such as
Clam Bayou and removing
invasive exotic plants in
Boyd Hill.
“This is not a field trip,
this is not a day at the rec
center, this is hard work,”
Jefferis stressed.
Since they will be working with a wide age range
of participants, the tasks
that each child is assigned
will be age appropriate, he
said. Licensed social workers will be on site every Saturday. One goal of the
Parks and Recreation Department is to engage the
children and provide programs and options for
them, which might feature
free tutoring, sports, art, or
whatever a particular child
may be interested in.
“If this is truly a diversion program,” Jefferis
stated, “we’re not talking
about criminals here, were
taking about children that
have made a mistake. And
none of us have never
made a mistake as we’ve
grown up. The difference
these days is that we have
databases and electronic filing systems that track it
for the rest of your life.”
Councilman Wengay
Newton is a strong advocate of raising more funds
for some of the city’s youth
programs.
“What’s going to happen is that now these kids
are not being arrested,






they’ll be able to participate
in the job programs that we
have that require a clean
background.
Unfortunately, we don’t have
enough jobs there for those
kids,” he said, adding that
there are more than 1,000
kids applying to these jobs
and only about 140 can participate.
City parks worker Torrance Keaton, 35, was on
hand to speak about how
the city helped him shake
his criminal pass and become a productive citizen.
He explained that he was
once a troubled teen selling
drugs, but got a second
chance when offered temporary work with TASCO,
a job program for teens
through the city.
“I took the second
chance,” he said after contemplating his life while
lying in bed after taking a
bullet.
“A lot of kids in my
neighborhood look up to
me, they say, ‘Man how you
got a nice car, how you got
a house? Are you still selling drugs?’
Keaton,
who
has
worked with the city for 10
years, never misses a
chance to let the younger
generation know that they
too can have a legitimate
job and stay off the streets.
“This program is a good
program, a second opportunity. We need this in life,”
he said as he choked back
the tears.
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Ninth Annual Caregivers Conference
From CAREGIVER page 1

erly is quickly diminishing. But as you age, you
never know where you’re
going to end up, what disease will afflict you or what
position you will find yourself in down the road.
“You can’t dictate the
later terms in life that life’s
going to deal you,” explained Hodge, who cautions you could always end
up in a position where you
are in need of someone caring for you.
But the same good intentions that drive family
members to be the main
caregiver in their loved
one’s time of need, soon
find that the longevity of it
takes from their own lives
and eventually find that
they are alienated from
friends and other family
members.
“It’s about being able to
fight the next day,” said
Ronnell Montgomery, a
past caregiver herself and
emcee of the event. Montgomery knows first-hand
the drainage Hodge referred to and encouraged
the large group of caregivers to network with others and listen to the
speakers for clues and tips
on how to make the daunting task before them easier
to deal with.
“By listening to the
speakers, you kind of get
empowered and refreshed
because you’re looking at it
with different eyes,” she
said.
This year’s conference
was full of new and old
faces.
Kim Linder, CSA &
Founder of Senior Holistic
Living, LLC was the panel
moderator. For the last 15
years she has helped others create balance in their
lives as they’ve faced the
challenges and struggles
that so often complicate
their roles as caregivers.
She takes pride in empowering caregivers to make
more conscious decisions
so they can take care of
themselves while caring for
loved ones, which is what
the conference was all
about.
“We want this all to be
relatable,” said Linder. The
goal of each conference is
to rejuvenate and educate

so that when caregivers
walk out at the end of the
day they have information
on how to create balance in
their life and understand
the cost of caregiving. And
the mantra, “I make
choices for my true self” is
the message that all were
trying to get across.
Experts were brought
in to remark on the physical and emotional components of the cost of
caregiving. Ruby Hope, director of Critical Care at
Largo Medical Center, answered questions on the
physical strains, while Laverne Feaster Johnson, a
now retired mental health
specialist with some 38
years of experience spoke
on the emotional side of
caring for a loved one.
Hope tackled tough
questions caregivers deal
with on a daily basis such
as, should I feel selfish
when thinking of my own
health over the person I am
caring for, or where do I
find the time to take care of
my physical needs?
Hope reassured those
present that it is fine to take
care of yourself and encouraged everyone to find at
least 30 minutes a day to
spend on themselves. “If
you don’t take care of yourself, whose going to take
care of the person you are
responsible for,” Hope
asked citing that physical
wellbeing is the key to a
successful outcome when
caring for others.
She further explained
that caregivers need to be
alert with few distractions,
patient and eat healthy in
order to manage properly
the physical demands of
the job. A creative approach to finding time to
unwind such as going to
the park or sitting on a
porch with a cup of tea, is
sometimes enough to
recharge the batteries.
“Doing things to stimulate your mind, it’s good for
you,” said Hope.
Johnson embarked on
opening the communication lines when it comes to
the emotional toll that caregivers deal with when
they’ve made a commitment to care for a spouse,
parent or child.

Rev. Dr. Ellis Hodge

Kim Linder

Ruby Hope

Kimberlee Bridges

“Initially we are hopeful,” she said explaining
that families tend to feel
they can give better care at
home than placing a loved
one in a facility of
strangers. However, as
time goes on and as the
caregiving continues for an
extended period of time,
Johnson said caregivers
find themselves becoming
emotionally frustrated and
with feelings of guilt and
helplessness. Resentment
and anger soon follow
plaguing a good intention
with negativity.
“It’s better to acknowledge those feelings and get
them out,” said Johnson.
By suppressing these emotions, physical disorders
can arise. “That’s when we
get headaches, GI problems, aches and pains.”
As the conference continued other speakers answered questions on how
to manage the intricacies of
caregiving.
Kimberlee
Bridges, a Caregiver Support Coordinator for Bay

Pines Health Care System
and Attorney John Herbst
with Gulf Coast Legal Services also gave advice on
managing the day-to-day
struggles of fitting it all in
and legal issues that arise
when caring for someone.
Herbst suggested setting up advanced directives
such as securing a living
will, power of attorney,
organ donor forms, etc. before a loved one gets sick to

Laverne Feaster Johnson

minimize confusion and
legal battles down the road.
He also suggested dictating
who will make medical decisions for you and who will
handle the monetary aspect.
“It’s important to pick
that person for financial
and healthcare reasons
now, not when you’re slipping and going down the
hill,” Herbst said.
As the ninth annual
Caregivers
Conference

John Herbst

came to a close audience
members had a chance to
have any questioned answered. They also started
sharing everything from
doctors who make house
calls, to pharmacies that deliver medication, to fitness
centers that offer free admission to caregivers,
showing that word-ofmouth is a powerful tool in
battling just about anything.
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First Ladies of African-American History
From LADIES, page 1

but in the history of our nation in their pursuit of the
centuries old goal of freedom, equality and justice.
“Some names on the
honoree list are easily recognized, while others have a
more docile approach to giving back and making a difference,” said Rouson.
“Regardless of their fame,
we applaud the efforts of all
on this list as we encourage
many others to follow in
their footsteps.”
Victor Langford, IV, a
new board member to the
Woodson Museum acknowledged the selfless acts each
honoree has made in order
to make a difference. “These
women here are doing work
well worth doing,” he said
before appealing to the
hearts of the audience and
asking for monetary contributions for the Woodson
Museum.
Langford was sure to point
out that giving doesn’t just
come from the pocket, but
with time as well. Showing up,
taking part and actively passing on African-American history is a form of giving.
“The fact that you’re
here represents a decision
to say, ‘yes we are here to
honor the women in this
community who have given
so much,’” said Langford,
“and we are standing on
their shoulders.”
Darden Rice, City Councilmember District 4, presented
and
read
a
proclamation from the city.
“Women of every race,
class, and ethnic background have made historic
contributions to the growth
and strength of our nation,
state, cities and families in
countless recorded and unrecorded ways,” read Rice.
Women
everywhere
have served as early leaders
and in the forefront of every
major progressive and social
change movement, yet their
stories are often not told or
celebrated. Rice went on to
declare that despite these
contributions, the roles of
African-American women in
history has also been consistently overlooked and undervalued in literature,
teaching and study of American history.
Although she could not
be present, Representative
Cathy Castor wrote a per-

sonal note to each of the
nine women being honored,
recognizing their dedication
and their invaluable contributions to the community.
Dr. Nancy Y. Bryant

A Tampa native, Dr.
Nancy Bryant has been a
resident of St. Petersburg
for more than 30 years. She
is an ophthalmologist and
practices with the St. Petersburg Eye Clinic at the Suncoast Medical Clinic, an
affiliate of Baycare Health
Systems.
She is a graduate of the
University of Florida College
of Medicine, the University
of Texas Health Science
Center Department of Ophthalmology, San Antonio,
Texas and Tuskegee University.
Prior to making St. Petersburg her home, Bryant
served in the Army Medical
Corp as an ophthalmologist
at Fort Benning, Ga. For the
past 17 years she has assisted in hosting an annual
African American Health
Forum founded by her husband Dr. Ken Bryant. She
provides vision and glaucoma screenings at the
event and chairs a Memorial
Health and Wellness Walk
prior to the annual forum.
Her professional memberships include: The
American Academy of Ophthalmology, the American
Society of Cataract and Refractive Surgeons and the
National Medical Association.
Bryant is a member of
the Links, Inc., Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority, the American Association for the
Study of African American
Life and History and the Minority Health Coalition of
Pinellas.
Other than health related interests, she is an avid

fan and promoter of the arts.
She and her husband have
an extensive collection of art
mostly from the African diaspora. She celebrates being
a wife, mother and grandmother.
Bryant is a cataract surgeon and treats medical and
surgical diseases of the eye
and surrounding structures.
She has practiced medicine
in St. Petersburg for 28
years and is the first AfricanAmerican female in St. Petersburg to open an ophthalmology practice.
Edie Darling

Edie Darling is a St. Petersburg native with strong
ties to the community. She
is a retired Deputy Sherriff
from the Pinellas County
Sherriff’s Office whose passion for law enforcement
was born of a single encounter with a local St. Petersburg Police Officer.
Darling’s passion for
helping others grew outside
the lines of public safety.
Born of that desire was an
inspiration ministry. She is
currently the radio/television show host of “Wake up
with Edie Darling.” The
show provides the extra
boost of encouragement and
motivation of faith, hope and
love when one might need
more than just that jolt of
coffee in the morning.
Darling is a dynamic motivational speaker, visionary
and a humanitarian. Her
message of peace and love
transcends all religions, and
as a result she is able to connect with people of all beliefs.
She has been in Christian Ministry since 2004 as
the founder/CEO of Triune
of God and Man International Church, End Time
Message Ministries and recently Wake Up With Edie

Darling, LLC.
Her favorite scripture is
Jeremiah 29:11: “For I know
the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to
prosper you and not to harm
you, plans to give you hope
for the future.”
Having found her way
back to the sheriff’s office in
a new profession, Darling is
currently the first AfricanAmerican female senior
chaplain of the Detention
and Corrections Department at the Pinellas County
Sheriff’s Office, where she
supervises the religious
services of the inmate population of the Pinellas County
Jail.
Dr. Marilyn Fudge

A native of St. Petersburg, Dr. Marilyn Fudge is a
graduate of the University of
South Florida College of
Public Health and the University of Florida College of
Medicine.
She is currently the assistant residency program
director, supervising and
teaching OB-GYN and Family Medicine residents as
well as rotating third and
fourth year medical students on labor and delivery.
Fudge staffs the moderate-risk obstetrics clinic as
well as the gynecology continuity clinics. She provides
lectures for resident physicians and students on various topics and assists the
program director with the
management and administration of residency and dayto-day clinic operations.
Her professional affiliations include: Fellow, American College of Obstetrics
and Gynecology; Examiner,
American Board of Obstetrics and Gynecology; Medical Education Committee
and Graduate Medical Education Committee to name a

few. Socially, she is a member of the Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority and the
Links, Inc.
A proud wife and
mother, Fudge is St. Petersburg’s first African-American female obstetrician to
open a private practice.
School Board Member Rene Flowers

The Honorable Rene
Flowers is a lifelong resident
of St. Petersburg, and a
product of Pinellas County
schools. She is a graduate of
Community
Tallahassee
College and Eckerd College
with degrees in political science and organizational
studies.
She holds a
statewide certification as a
Quality Assurance Auditor
and a Florida Certified
Board Trainer.
Flowers is currently employed by Gulf Coast Jewish
Family and Community
Services as the Quality Improvement Manager/ Corporate Trainer, overseeing
657 employees in 32 counties covering 86 programs.
From 1998-2008 she
served as a member of St.
Petersburg City Council.
During her tenure, she became St. Petersburg’s first
African-American female to
hold the position of president of the Florida League of
Cities.
In 2012, Flowers was
elected to the Pinellas
County School Board District 7 seat after the sudden
and unfortunate passing of
School Board Member Lew
Williams. She overwhelmingly won reelection in November 2014.
Her recognitions include
Woman of the Year, Resource Center for Women,
I’m Every Woman 1996, Volunteer of the Year Award:
NAACP Branch Award

2001, Sigma Gamma Rho
“Footprints of Service”
Award,
Unsung
Hero
Award, PEMHS Pace Award
for Outstanding Service
2002, NCNW Salute to
Women of Impact 2004 just
to name a few.
Flowers serves on a
number of community, social and civic organizations
such as the Pinellas County
Urban
League
Guild,
NCNW, a Friend of the
Carter G. Woodson Museum, R’Club and Louise
Graham Board of Directors
and numerous others. She
is the mother to three adult
children and a member of
Greater Mt Zion A.M.E.
Church.
Flowers is St. Petersburg’s first African-American female to hold the
elected positions of city
council and school board
member.
Tamara
Felton
Howard, Esq.

A native of St. Petersburg,
Tamara
Felton
Howard, Esq. is a graduate
of Florida A & M University
with a Bachelor of Science in
Business Administration;
Stetson University with Juris
Doctor and Master of Business Administration, and is
currently studying at the
University of Miami College
of Law candidate for LL.M.
in Real Property Development Law.
Felton Howard is employed by Urban Development Solutions, Inc. where
her responsibilities include
in-house legal matters for
the non-profit, community
redevelopment including
civil litigations and appellate
matters for the company and
its affiliates.
Prior to opening Felton
Law Firm, P.A. in 2008, she
partnered with the Law
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Office of Rouson and Dudley, P.A., Law Office of
Tamara Felton Dudley, P.A.
and the Office of the State
Attorney.
Felton Howard’s civic involvement includes Commissioner, Sixth Judicial
Nominating Commission,
Appointed by former Governor Jeb Bush; Board of Governors, All Children’s
Hospital, Social Justice for
Human Rights, Chair; a
member of Zeta Upsilon
Omega Chapter of Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.,
President of the Fred G.
Minnis Bar Association, Successes Unlimited Youth and
Business Center and Sickle
Cell Disease Association of
America.
Proud wife and mother,
she is a member of Faith
Memorial Missionary Baptist Church.
Felton Howard was the
first African-American female to obtain and Juris
Doctor and MBA from Stetson University.
Jacqueline Hubbard,
Esq.

St. Petersburg Attorney
Jacqueline Hubbard obtained a degree in Political
Science from Bryn Mawr
College and a Juris Doctor
from Boston University
School of Law. She is a
woman of many firsts relative

to African-American history.
She practiced Criminal
Defense Law as the first
African-American woman
appointed as a member of
the Alameda County Public
Defender’s Office in Oakland-Berkeley, Calif. (19741980). Bryant was the first
African-American woman
Territorial Public Defender
for United States Virgin Islands, and a Managing Attorney for United States
Federal Defender’s Office
for St. Thomas and St. John,
and also a Civil Litigator in
the law firm of Johnson,
Blakeley, Pope, Ruppel and
Burns in Clearwater (19851990).
Hubbard served as a
City Attorney for the City of
Fort Myers (1990-1998), a
Professor of Legal Studies at
Edison College in Fort
Myers (1999-2000); the first
African-American woman litigator and Litigation Section
Chief for Collier County
from which she retired in
2012.
Her community engagement includes St. Petersburg Chapter of the Links,
Inc.; Board of Directors of
Pinellas ACLU; President,
Member of the Florida Bar
Association, Lawyers of
Conscience of St. Petersburg Holocaust Museum,
just to name a few.
This past year Hubbard
led the effort to create the
St. Petersburg Branch of the
Association for the Study of
African American Life and
History, of which she is the
president.
A member of St. Augustine’s Episcopal Church, she
is a proud mother and
grandmother.
Hubbard was the first
African-American woman recipient of the Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. Fellowship
for the study of law at

Boston University.
Cynthia Jenkins

Women.
Ya La’Ford, Esq.

A graduate of Gibbs
High School, Cynthia M.
Jenkins received her bachelors of arts degree from Eckerd College.
A devoted and committed advocate for community
empowerment, she has
been actively engaged in numerous outreach imitative.
Jenkins is a 2014 leadership graduate of the Council
of Neighborhood Associations; past chair of the Business and Professional
Women Careerist Program,
Chair of the Black Women
for Equal Pay Coalition, Vice
President of Education
Downtown St. Petersburg
Toastmasters, Member of
Pinellas National Association of Women and serves as
Business and Professional
Women of Florida Education
Liaison to St. Petersburg
College. She is also a former member of the St. Petersburg
Chamber
of
Commerce.
Beyond her civic engagement, this wife, mother
and grandmother is a Sunday School Superintendent
and the former Chair of Eckerd College’s Staff Council.
Jenkins is the first female African-American president of St. Petersburg’s
Business and Professional

Bronx-born Ya La’Ford
is a visual artist who earned
a bachelor degree from
Florida State University, a
Juris Doctor from University
of Florida and a Masters in
Fine Arts from Boston University. She is currently a
professor at the University
of Tampa and St. Petersburg
College, and works between
Florida and New York; however, she has made St. Petersburg her home.
La’Ford is the granddaughter of John Dunkley,
“Jamaica’s first and finest intuitive painter,” according to
Guggenheim Fellow Eldzier
Cortor. In her practice, she
explores human interconnectivity, evidence, negative/positive space and time,
metaphysics, obsession and
manipulation.
La’Ford’s paintings are
included in corporate, private and public collections
and she has exhibited her
work nationally and internationally. Her artwork covers
rummage and appropriate
iconic and not so iconic
mass cultural imagery, with
a base in African American
and American history and
their respective vernacular.
Seeking to make a connection with the community
through art, La’Ford’s most
recent installation, currently

PRODUCED AND CO-DIRECTED BY KARMIKA V. RUBIN, ESQ. OF
THE LAW OFFICES OF KV RUBIN, PA
FOR TICKETS IN PINELLAS/HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY
CONTACT BY PHONE 727 512-8261
BY EMAIL: INFO@RUBINSLAW.COM BY ONLINE: WWW.EVENTBRITE.COM

showing at the Woodson
Museum, includes a time
capsule designed to encourage individuals (particularly
youth) to write a letter of
their hopes, goals and
dreams for the museum and
the City of St. Petersburg.
The time capsule will be reopened at the museum
on March 14, 2019.
Married to her best
friend and the love of her
life, she is currently engaged in the Leadership St.
Pete Class of 2015.
La’Ford is St. Petersburg’s first national/international
African-American
female artist to create an installation exhibit.
Shannon Ligon, Esq.

A St. Petersburg native,
Attorney Shannon Ligon is a
product of Pinellas County
Schools. Graduating from
high school at age 16, she obtained a Bachelor’s of Science Degree in Business
Management/Economics
from Florida State College,
and a Juris Doctor from
Florida A&M University
School of Law.
She has inspired area
youth to reach for the stars.
Her compassion for disenfranchised teenagers has
gained her widespread popularity. She began giving back
to her hometown when volunteering her assistance at

the Royal Theater’s Boys and
Girls Club when securing
funding for music equipment
for children aspiring to become entertainers.
Ligon’s
philanthropic
arms reach wide as she embrace community projects
such as “Bring out the Doll”
ensuring that little black girls
have an opportunity to own a
doll that looks like them. She
has hosted fundraising opportunities that have benefitted several local charities.
As a young professional,
Ligon has worked in the law
firms of Gary, Williams,
Finney, Lewis, McManus,
Watson, & Sperando P.L.; the
Women’s Trial Group, Attorneys at Law and currently
own and operates the Ligon
Law Group with an emphasis
on entertainment and sports.
Attorney Shannon Ligon
is St. Petersburg’s youngest
African-American female entertainment attorney to open
a local practice.
“We salute you, our sisters, and we are proud of
your accomplishments and
what you represent,” said
Wood Museum Chair Terri
Lipsey-Scott.
Although all nine women
were honored for their contributions to the community,
Scott highlighted two who
for her stood out with their
efforts to help the museum:
Shannon Ligon and Rene
Flowers. Both women received an Eye on You Award
The ceremony ended
with songs and the honorees
were provided with a copy of
the proclamation naming
March 29, 2015, as St. Petersburg’s First Ladies in African
American History Day. Recipients also received a key
to the city.
To reach Holly Kestenis,
email hkestenis@theweeklychallenger.com
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 







Come Worship With the First Baptist Family





 




  

  

 




  

   




 
   




 



Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays





Victory Christian Center Church





Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.

 






 

 

Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry

 
  

Rev. Sarah Edwards extends an invitation for you to join us in agreement
with God our Father, the Word and one another as the Body of Christ. Since
we know Jesus Christ as the Head; let us get to know our Pastors and
Church leaders. Hear their personal testimony of salvation and call into ministry. Others will also share their testimonies of salvation. Join us with authentic fellowship; celebrating “koinonia” as the early Church did – until we
come into the unity of the faith.
Refreshments will be served. Ministering with the arts, engaging
conversations as the community of Believers, based on Biblical principles,
and creative ice breakers. Location: Glad Tidings Assemblies Of God
4200 17th Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL 3371
3rd Sundays. 6:30 pm 3 FMI: 727.323.5017
Dr. Randy Helms, Sr. Pastor

  


 

  
 
 

Pastors Dexter and
Wanda McCree

 

 
 
  


4238 Narvarez Way South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712



 


 
     
  
  





BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567




Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.




  





 
 
 



  

Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.



Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.












 


Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.

 
  

 

 
  



 


 




  
 

 


 






 

1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship

10:30 a.m.






  



 
 

SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.





(727) 564-1389
Pastor Shurrea Daniels

Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/

Mt. Zion
Progressive MBC
Reverend Louis Murphy, Sr. and the entire Mt Zion
family extend an open invitation to join us not only in Sunday worship, but also throughout the week for various programs and ministries.
Wednesday Bible Study – Noonday and 6 PM.
Invite your family and friends to join us for a Resurrection Celebration Weekend. We will start with a special
service on Good Friday, April 3rd at 7 pm then we will
have the SpringFest 2015 on Saturday at 1 pm at Thomas
“Jet” Jackson Center. Easter morning will begin with a Sun
Rise Service at Lassing Park at 6:15 am followed by Worship services at 7:45 am & 10 am. Feel free to wear your
Business Casual attire on Easter Sunday.
Let’s Get Connected!
Mt. Zion Progressive is now social. Checkout the latest events, ministry news, and more by following us on
FACEBOOK, TWITTER and YOUTUBE (Keyword:
MZPMBC). Visit our website and let’s get connected
today!www.MZProgressive.org
For additional information on any of these announcements, please contact the church office.
Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist Church. 955
20th St. S., St. Petersburg Fla. 727-894-4311, email:
info@mzprogressive.org.
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SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

 
  
 

 
  
  

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015



HOLY TEMPLE CATHEDRAL PENTECOSTAL CHURCH, INC.
3101 Freemont Terrace South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-452-3191 • www.holytemplepaoc.com
“A Church Where the Fire of the Holy Ghost is Burning and Holiness is Still Right!”

Order of Services:
Noonday Prayer....................................................Wednesdays at 12:30 PM
Pastoral Teaching....................................................Wednesdays at 7:00 PM
Evangelist Service.....................................................4th Fridays at 7:00 PM
Sunday School ...............................................................Sundays at 9:00 AM
Morning Worship .......................................................Sundays at 10:15 AM
WRXB (1590) Radio Ministry ......2nd and 4th Saturdays at 10:30 AM
Bishop Zema J. Florence, III, Th.D.
& Elect-Lady Shaneeta Florence

 

Follow us on Social Media: Facebook Page-Holy Temple Pentecostal
Assemblies of Churches, Inc/ YouTube-Bishop Zema Florence

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.





Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
To the COMMUNITY ATLARGE, YOU ARE INVITED TO
COME AND TAKE THIS JOURNEY ON THE ROAD TO CALVARY
AS
WELL
AS
RESURRECTION
SUNDAY
SERVICES WITH US. The Friendship Missionary Baptist Church,
the Pastor, Dr. John A. Evans, Sr.,
Official Family and the entire
Church Family extend to you a cordial invitation to join “THE SHIP”
in fellowship at our 7:45 a.m. or the
10:45 a.m. worship service, and
Sunday Church School at 9:30 a.m.
Pray for our Sick, Shut-in, Children,
Men/ Women in Uniform, and Bereaved Families.
MONTH OF APRIL: “THE
ROAD TO CALVARY”
Apr. 2 – 7 p.m. – Night in
White – Holy Communion, Location, Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church, 3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, Worship Leader, Dr.

Clarence A. Williams, Preacher, Dr.
John A. Evans, Sr., Pastor, Friendship Adult Choir, Male Chorus and
3rd Sunday Ushers.
Apr. 3 – 7 p.m – Washing of
Hands – Colors: Black & Red, Location, First Baptist Institutional
Church, 3144 3rd Ave. S., St. Petersburg, Worship Leader, Dr. John
A. Evans, Sr., Preacher, Dr. Wayne
G. Thompson.
“HE HAS RISEN”
Apr. 5 – 6:45 a.m. Sunrise Service 8:45 a.m. – Drama Presentation: “THE MIRACLE WORKER”
10 a.m. RESURRECTION SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE
APRIL 11 – 10 - 3 p.m. “ALL
ABOARD THE SHIP” A COMMUNITY “FAMILY FUN DAY” FREE
EVENT Sponsored by All The Mission Ministries of Friendship
Apr. 5-10 – FLORIDA GENERAL BAPTIST CONVENTION –
ROSEN SHINGLE CREEK RE-

SORT HOTEL, 9939 Universal
Blvd., Orlando, Fla. 32819
NEED A RIDE TO CHURCH?
Call our Transportation Ministry –
(727) 906-8300 and PRESS 2.
Thought for the Week: HE IS
NOT DEAD, HE HAS RISEN!
AREN'T YOU GLAD ABOUT IT?
Don't let “THE SHIP” sail without YOU! For additional information on any of the announcements,
please contact us by the following
methods: Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church, 3300 31st St. S.. St.
Petersburg, 33712
Church Office: (727) 906-8300
E-Mail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net
WE ARE NOW “LIVE STREAMING”: Visit Our Website: www.fmbctheship.net & CLICK on the
PASTOR'S IMAGE at the top of the
Page.
Also Visit West Coast Baptist
District Association Website:
www.expericencethecoast.com

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist
Church, “God’s House to the
City,” under the leadership of Dr.
Rickey L. Houston extends an invitation to the community to join
us as we declare the living Word
of God. Join us at 9 am for Sunday
School and at 10:15 am worship
service. Bible Study and Teen
Summit/Children Rising are held
on Wednesday evening, at 7.
We cultivate the fullest spiritual life possible both individually
and corporately; and we communicate God’s truth at every opportunity, building a stronger
congregation and community to
the Glory of God. Living out these

principles results in a kaleidoscope of ministries for all ages and
interests. We also encourage the
community to make use of our
Prayer Line. (727-321-9645)
The Laymen Ministry is presenting Tony Evans “Kingdom
Man” This is a study on the principles of biblical manhood. Kingdom Man challenges and equips
men to fully understand their position under God as well as their
position over what God has given
them. The Laymen Ministry of
Bethel Metropolitan invites all
men to join them in this journey.
The study began March 10, 2015.
The next session is scheduled for

April 14, at 6 p.m. Call church office for additional information.
The Prayer Ministry encourages the church family and
friends to participate In a PRAYER
WALK Sat., April 4, 8-9 a.m. at
Lake Vista Park. Please join us as
we walk and pray together.
The community is invited to
join us for Sunrise Service on
Sun., April 5, at 7 a.m.
“Knowing Jesus Christ in
2015” II Corinthians 2:2 Philippians 3:8 Telephone: 727-327-0554
Fax: 727-327-0240
Email:bchurch5@tampabay.r
r.com Website: www.bmmbc.org

10th Street Church of God
“THE LAST SUPPER” a wonderfully-cast, theatrical Easter production to include a communion
service will be held on Good Friday,
April 3, 2015 7:00 p.m. at New Hope
Missionary Baptist Church, 2120
19th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL.
This is the 6th Easter production
partnership between 10th Street
Church of God and New Hope Missionary Baptist Church.

The Last Supper is the final meal
that, in the Gospel accounts, Jesus
shared with his Apostles in Jerusalem
before his crucifixion. It is commemorated by Christians especially on
Maundy Thursday. Moreover, the
Last Supper provides the scriptural
basis for the Eucharist also known as
“Holy Communion” or “The Lord’s
Supper”. The production specifically
portrays the reaction given by each

Apostle when Jesus said one of them
would betray him. All twelve apostles
have different reactions to the news,
with various degrees of anger and
shock. You don’t want this dramatic
presentation!!
Doors will open at 6:00 p.m.
There is no cost and there’s only one
performance, so come early for
prime seating .

St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the community
at large, its wish that there would
be an overflowing of God’s blessings upon their lives. St. Mark is
grounded in a Christ-centered
doctrine that has as its central
core, the belief that we are a
haven of hope, help, and healing
for a lost world hungry and
thirsty for the word of God. At St.
Mark, we as a body of believers
are Christians willing to work
and partner in unity, praising
God for the awesome gift of His
son, Jesus Christ.
Events for the Month of
April

Apr 3 Business Meeting
Apr 5 Easter Sunrise Service at 7.
Apr 19 Children and Youth
Ministry (CYM) 2nd Annual
Youth Explosion at 4 p.m.
Apr 21 Church Outing: New
Jerusalem M.B. Church at 7 p.m.
Apr 25 St. Mark M. B.
Church Ministry Awards Luncheon at 11 a.m.
Weekly Scheduled Activities
for St. Mark
Sunday school held for both
children and adults of all ages.
Sunday school starts each Sunday morning at 9:30 a.m. All are
invited to come out and join us.
Young
Adult
Ministry
(YAMS) Every Sunday: 9:30 a.m.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday: 5 p.m. Members

and the general public are invited
to come out to study the Bible
with us, and learn “What Baptists
Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry
Meetings are held every Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in the community are welcomed to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays: 2-4 p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday:
7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Wednesday:
9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Wednesday evening:
7 p.m.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study 1st & 3rd Wednesday
of each month: 7:30 p.m.

Pastor’s Corner
BY PASTOR SARAH EDWARDS
Visible Voices Christian
Community Association

Think like a woman - act like a lady
“Sugar and spice and everything nice; that’s what little girls of
made of…”
When little girls grow up being
enveloped in a healthy family environment she will think like a
woman, yet act like a lady. She’ll become an elegant and good-hearted
person who uses her femininity in
the most dignified and endearing
way possible for herself and others.
She will attract men to want to
please her and respect her because
of her refinement and gentle manners. Her confidence lies in the authority given to her by her LORD,
father and her mother.
One kind of woman in the Bible
is ‘Huldah’, the wife of Shallum [2
Kings 22]. During King Josiah
reign, he began restoring the Temple. He wanted to know if the scrolls
he found was the true word of God.
He sent for Prophetess Huldah to
confirm them. They were and she
did. A spirit of repentance, holiness
and purity filled that entire nation.
Her husband was the Kings butler.
He lived in the Kings palace. She
had her own home, ministered to
women and ran a school for
prophets. God anointed Huldah to
teach the revelation about His love
for them from the laws He gave to
Moses. This can only be acquired
directly from God’s Holy Spirit. You
should get all the educational knowledge you can contain; but wisdom
and understanding can only be obtained by revelation. Revelation is

received when women like Huldah
and others totally submit to God’s
will, way, and purpose.
However, reality teaches us
that too often sweet, innocent little
girls are sometimes mistreated, misused and abuse at an early age. Left
struggling to grow up as a wounded,
rejected and confused little girl morphing into a woman’s body. Sistas,
please hear and embrace the remainder of this message. In trying
to figure out who you are and what’s
your purpose in life in the midst of
all your bumps, bruises and deep
valleys you’ve had to travel to get
where you are today. Accept the reality that there are whorish, brutish,
odious, deceitful, lying and crafty
women. Some brand themselves as
‘divas’ which means a ‘god’. Accept
the fact that you are here today
proves how much you are loved by
the one who watched you grow
while you were yet in your mother’s
womb. God provided, protected and
pulled you through some tough
times. He nourished, healed and
delivered you because you are precious to Him. Therefore, don’t let
anyone redefine who God has said
you are. He is still watching over
you. Everything you need, His
hands have already provided. Believe that God is who He says He is.
Your confidence cannot be in a man,
that didn’t create you. No human
being should be first in your life.
Just Jesus!
The woman at the well who

had five husbands and was living
with a man who wasn’t her husband
fell victim of the then male dominant
societal collective ignorance of the
knowledge of God’s intent for His
laws. They had no revelation. Only
the husband could divorce his wife
and for any reason. The wife
couldn’t divorce her husband. If the
husband didn’t give his wife a ‘bill of
divorcement’ she could not marry
again. Jesus understood how this
woman was misused by at least five
different men. None of which gave
her the freedom to lawfully become
another’s man’s wife.
During that day some men
took advantage of women who no
longer had the covering of her father or husband’s house. Perhaps,
the suitor of the woman caught in
the act of adultery had bragged to
his boys that he could have her. To
prove his point he set her up, invited
them to witness his heinous act and
embarrassing her being caught in
the act. It wouldn’t surprise me if
the man she was with was amongst
the crown when they took her to
Jesus for judgment? She didn’t have
a proper covering of a father or husband. Jesus wrote something in the
sand that made them scatter [John
4]. I say to all my sisters and brothers: treat God’s daughters like a
lady. Woman stop acting like a girl,
put away childish things. Accept
your pardon. Think like a woman
but act like a lady. Yes! Jesus died
for women, too.

First Mount Zion
First Mount Zion will host an
Easter sunrise service on Sunday, April 5 at 7 a.m. All are invited to come out and celebrate

the joyous resurrection of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. A
continental breakfast will be
served immediately afterwards.

First Mt. Zion is located at
1121 22nd St. S.. Rev. Wallace Elliott, Sr. is pastor.
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